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itself were by no means strong: in his opinion a
battery of moderate force would soon level them with
the ground. There were two principal streets
running in a straight line, with brick houses and
shops on either side, and five smaller streets not so
long or straight. The rest were narrow alleys built
without regard to symmetry. The poorer houses
were built of mud and thatch, and fires were fre-
qiient, resulting in much loss of life. He considered
Delhi a mere collection of many villages, or a
military camp with only a few more conveniences
than are usually found in such camps,
The better houses were fairly roomy, with court-
yards, gardens, trees, fountains, open terraces, and
underground cellars, to which the inmates retired
for coolness from noon till four or five o'clock
in the afternoon. Some had Khas khanas, or small
pavilions made of JcJias, the fragrant root which is
still used in the hot weather for Mag screens (tattu),
The floor of a rich man's house was usually covered
with a cotton mattress four inches thick, to give a
soft tread to the feet. Over the mattress was spread
a fair white eloth in the summer, and a silk carpet
in the winter. One or two mattresses were placed
to mark the seats of honour, covered with embroidery
in silk, gold, and silver. On this sat the host and
any distinguished guests than came on a visit. They
leaned their backs on large cushions of brocade, and
other cushions were placed round the room forguests
not quite so high up in the social scale. Five or six
feet above the floor, the walls were full of niches, in